
2021 Advent Homily Series 

Kerygma: Week 1: Created 
Created | Captured | Rescued | Responding 

 
 
The Homily 

1. Introduction to the series 

2. What is the “Kerygma?” 

a. Why not just say Good News, Gospel, or Message? 

b. Shouting and Salads 

3. The four movements of the Kerygma 

a. Created | Captured | Rescued | Responding 

4. Created: Why is there something rather than nothing? 

a. Answers from history 

b. The answer from Christians 

5. Trying to comprehend God’s power and wisdom with stars and sand 

6. Where do we fit into the stars? As more. 

a. The reason for our creation is that we would live in a relationship of love with God. 

b. The reason for our creation is that we would live in a relationship of love with others. 

c. The reason for our creation is that we would share in God’s own divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) 

7. “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and 

the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.” Luke 21:34-35 

8. The grace to pray for this week:  

To be overwhelmed in wonder at God our Creator and his creation. 

 
 



Reflection Questions And Related Scripture Passages 
1. Is my personal narrative of the world’s origin more like the answers from history (divine 

violence, divine apathy, mere chance) or more like the answer from Christian revelation 
(created to exist in divine love)?  

2. As I contemplate the vastness of the universe and my place in it, what do I notice 
myself experiencing within me? 

3. Have I ever been “overwhelmed” by hearing the kerygma proclaimed? Has it made me 
decide to entrust myself to Jesus? How?  

4. What is causing anxiety or distress in my life right now? I choose to relate my 
experience to the Creator of the stars. 

 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 
1 In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth—2 and the earth was without 
form or shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters—  
3 Then God said: Let there be light, and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good. 
God then separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the 
darkness he called “night.” Evening came, and morning followed—the first day.  
 
Psalm 19:2 
The heavens declare the glory of God and the skies above proclaim his handiwork. 
 
Psalm 139: 1-2, 13-18 
 1 You have searched me, Lord,  
and you know me.  
2 You know when I sit and when I rise;  
you perceive my thoughts from afar.  
You formed my inmost being;  
you knit me in my mother’s womb.  
14 I praise you, because I am wonderfully made;  
wonderful are your works!  
My very self you know.  
15 My bones are not hidden from you,  
When I was being made in secret,  
fashioned in the depths of the earth.  
16 Your eyes saw me unformed;  
in your book all are written down;  
my days were shaped, before one came to be.  
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, e God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  
18 Were I to count them,  
they would outnumber the grains of sand—  
when I awake, I am still with you.  


